
 
 

 

                                         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
 

 

                                       

Issue 

ONE 

11 Schools Say ‘Thank You’ 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

BOOKS for the BARRIOS, Inc. (BftB) is a not-

for-profit, public-benefit California corporation, 
run completely by volunteers, that collects school 
textbooks, educational learning aids and devices 
from schools, publishers and schoolchildren in the 
United States and delivers them to remote barrio 
public schools throughout the developing world.  
 
Priority is given to those schools that are most 
deprived and most remotely located without 
regard for politics, religion or ethnicity. BftB has 
developed an efficient organization of volunteers 
who turn each dollar of financial support into $100 
worth of educational materials placed directly into 
the hands of the teachers and students most in 
need. Implemented as the primary development 
program by the government of the Philippines. 
BftB also provides professional teacher training 
programs to advance instructional technology of 
the national educational delivery system. 

www.bayareabenefit.org 

 

Selected severely deprived public schools are 
transformed and maintained as world-class 
learning institutions to set the national 
standard. BftB organizes U.S. schoolchildren to 
participate as a humanitarian service project. The 
corporation is the largest of its kind working in 
the Philippines, having brought a chance for a 
brighter future to 10,000 eager pupils each week 
for almost thirty years. 

 
Build a Library $5000 

Legacy Library $10,000 
Model of Excellence School $12,000 

 
Join the project from the heart today.  

 
BOOKS for the BARRIOS, Inc. 
2350 Whitman Road, Suite D  

Concord, CA 94518-2541 
(925) 687-7701 
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A different perspective ♥ 

We ♥ our sponsors 

What philanthropy looks 
like behind the scenes. Over 4,000 children reached. 

Comcast  

State Bank of India 

Global Trust Bank 

Office of Hon. Ash Kalra 

California Waste Solutions 

 

Tools 4 Schools Financial Report 

Turn Overs - photoblog 

Donors Spotlight 

Behind the Scenes 

Letter from the President 

“As California State budget cuts harm K-12 
education. It is reassuring to know that 
Tools for Schools is there when our children 
need them most.” 

-Hon. David Canepa, Daly City Councilmember  

 
"The work by Tools 4 Schools is an 
important community endeavor that 
deserves everyone's support, and I was 
honored and humbled to be on the host 
committee. Providing the basic needs such 
as paper, pencils, rulers and other supplies 
to public school students and teachers is a 
small but significant step towards 
supporting the American ideal of equal 
education for everyone." 

-Hon. David Lim, San Mateo Councilmember 

Great things start from small beginnings. 
In October of 2010, I received a call from 
Gayle Threets who was concerned about 
a Hercules school suffering  tremendous 
budget cuts. His selfless desire to help 
one school grew into a project that 
would respond to calls for help in 
Oakland, the Philippines, South San 
Francisco, San Jose and San Francisco –
eleven schools and thousands of kids.  
 

Books for the Barrios has been bringing literacy, education and peace to the farthest 

and most difficult to reach barrios around the world. With over 10,000 libraries under 

their belt, their story of giving continues with Tools 4 Schools..  

Contributors: Dan & Nancy Harrington 

thoughts... giving 

On December 9, San Jose represented in 
full flair with cocktails at the latin bistro, 
Azucar! Hon. Ash Kalra and his team, led 
by Steve Aponte, brought in $5000 in 
donations, securing our biggest sponsors. 
With live music, margaritas and tons of 
supplies, the South Bay was in full force.  
 
The East Bay was not to be left behind.  

 
The Tools 4 Schools kick off event 
brought in new faces like Suleman 
Hansia, Julio Galvez of EVE and great 
friends like Angela Rodriguez. The event 
yielded over $1,800 in donations and 
tubs of school supplies. 
 
The Pacific Islander community turned 
up with an island-style event on 
December 8th that raised $1,500. San 
Francisco Supervisor Bevan Dufty joined 
Hon. David Lim, Hon. David Canepa, 
Samoan Parents In Action & Mission 
District Re-Entry Center for Youth in an 
effort led by Manufou Anoa’I, Jackie 
Selinger and Lemas Briggs. Young 
ukulele performers, dancers and spoken 
word artists lent their tremendous 
talent for the cause.  
 

Bay Area holidays have forever been 
changed by Holiday Love, an annual 
cause-focused holiday event that mixes a 
great crowd with good music and good 
vibes. Ringing in $2000 for the night, Matt 
Haney and Citizen Hope wrapped up 
Tools 4 Schools.  
 
The purchasing, packing and shipping 
happened over a two month period. Our 
deepest gratitude goes out to all who 
participated and donated money and 
supplies. No donation was too small 
because somewhere around the Bay Area, 
every pencil and box of crayons is helping 
a child live his life fully. 
 

By early Novembers, an ad 
hoc team of around 20, had 
scheduled five fundraisers 
around the Bay Area to 
locally fuel a two-month 
campaign.  

On December 16th, Dave & 
Mary Nicely spearheaded an 
event at Meridian in 
downtown Berkeley. Cellist 
Charles Wang treated the 
crowd to classical favorites 
and March Into Paris played a 
full set of rocking tunes. 
Many new friends helped 
bring in $500 and over five 
big tubs of donated items. 
 

 
“$9,605.31 was raised in 
two months. Every cent 
went to school supplies 
for 11 schools, touching 
the lives of over 4,000 

children” 

i 
    

 

Volunteer! Donate! Take a field trip! 

 

 

Bay Area Benefit Directors’ Report on Tools 4 Schools 

Shout outs!  

www.booksforthebarrios.org 



For morning check ins, the students at Barack Obama Academy recite, “I will put love and understanding first in my heart.”  

 

 

See for yourself. 
Happy turn overs equals happy students in 10 Bay Area schools. 

Getting creative  
Special events were held all over the Bay 

Area, spearheaded by Geraldine Nuval 

(www.myboudoir.net), Manufou Anoa’i and 

SF Samoa, Hon. Ash Kalra, Mary Nicely and 

the host committee of the project. With the 

generosity of our sponsors and donors, we 

moved from $1,000 to almost $10,000 in 

cash funds in a matter of 2 months.  

School and medical supplies 
We were fortunate to find wholesalers who 

worked closely with us to maximize our 

funds.  

 

Bay Area Medical supplied us with first aid 

kits, hand sanitizer, ice packs and bandages.  

 

Give Something Back, an East Bay-based 

corporation stepped in and up, to provide us 

with all our purchased school supplies. 

Owner, Mike Hannigan informed us of the 

best deals and most crucial needs, donated 

some excess supplies and lent his time, 

muscle and incomparable expertise. 

From the President  

Donors Spotlight  
 

Live authentically, love wastefully. 

A look into Futures 
Elementary School 

I am always inspired by moments of struggle because they are, in fact, times of opportunity. Through TOOLS 4 
SCHOOLS, we witnessed many people step up and open their hearts for the first time. People who sat on the host 

committee, opened their establishments as drop off sites, and donated much needed dollars. That’s what Bay Area 
Benefit is about: encouraging everyday philanthropy at any level and capacity. We proved that it can be done. 
 
The last few months have been exciting, excruciating. Eye-opening and humbling. They have reminded me that our 
work as a community will never be over, for as long as there are places in the world where children are not given a fair 
shot at life, where education is treated like a privilege to be given to the chosen few, and where resources are 
appropriated without the young vanguards of our future in mind.  
 
But giving has never been this easy and the need for it, this dire. 
It starts with small conscious choices of love. 
 

The Oakland Tribune reported “Last-in, 
first-out layoff policies” were to hit some 
schools more than others. One of these 
schools is Futures Elementary School, a 

school with a 93 percent poverty 
rate in one of the City of Oakland's most 
violent neighborhoods.  

 
How can you help? 
 
Read more at:  
http://bit.ly/f27hjC 

Fundraising is a skill. Asking people for 
money, an acquired talent. Spending 
responsibly, a non-negotiable. We made 
sure to let you know where your funds 
went. 

and ensuring that every child is given opportunity and support, reminds us that we have 
strong partners in caring for our next generation. 
 
“During these economic times, some schools are not even able to provide the basics—pencils 
and paper,” stated Lennies M. Gutierrez, Director of Government Affairs for the South Bay 
and Peninsula areas. “Comcast is proud to partner with Tools 4 Schools to equip thousands 
of students with the basic tools necessary to succeed in school and beyond.” 
 

Filipinas Magazine: http://bit.ly/dITRDQ 

Hercules Patch: http://bit.ly/i4XNU3 

AsianWeek: http://bit.ly/fjtvzP 

More Photos @ Flickr: bayareabenefit 

 

 
 
Because of the generosity of establishments like Eve, Azucar, 
Meridian, Mink Bar and Rosewood, one act of love - the 
quest to bring back basics into classrooms - became quite the 
fun journey for the hundreds of people who walked through 
their doors.  
 
One of those people was Terry Flynn, a charming and 
generous hearted man whom many of us had the fortuity of 
knowing through Citizen Hope and the many other charities 
he supported. On the night of Holiday Love, he came up to 
me and said “You’re one of my favorite people in the world.”  
 
Tools 4 Schools was the last time I was to ever see him. I 
celebrate his life by being cognizant of living authentically 
and loving wastefully, just as he did. 
 
Every morning at Barack Obama Academy in Oakland, the 
students recite, “I will put love and understanding first in my 
heart.” I remind myself every day that irrespective of the 
challenges, the losses and gains that time will always bring, 
there is no better way to live my life than to live it 
purposefully and inspired. 
 
Thank you for participating in this program. Much love and  
 

Financial Report  

The joys of fundraising and 
wholesale purchasing. 

Fiscal Agent 
All our financial activities were managed 

under the auspices of our fiscal agent, 

Books for the Barrios, allowing us to issue 

tax deductible acknowledgment receipts to 

those who donated cheques.  

 

If you wish to receive an acknowledgment 

of your donation, kindly email 

bayareabenefit@yahoo.com. 

Comcast invests in our 
children 

Kids at Martin Elementary School in South San 
Francisco! 

Steve is the policy manager for Hon. Ash 

Kalra of the 2nd district of San Jose.  He 

has a thing for doing good things. Last 

year, Steve racked up over 100 volunteer 

hours with the City of Sunnyvale! Apart 

from the political career, not too many 

people know of his bartending skills – he 

makes amazing martinis and is as good as 

any sommelier can get! He bikes, cooks, 

reads, dabs into rifle marksmanship and is 

the champ at 50-100 yard targets at the 

shooting range. Steve loves Zombie 

movies. He also is one of the fortunate 

folks who married his college sweetheart. 

Brilliant mind. Huge heart. We love Steve 

Aponte! 

Have you met 
Steve Aponte? 

Tools 4 Schools 
in the Press 

Co-hosts Hon. Tony Thurmond, Navi Ganancial with 
the kids of Barack Obama Academy. 

 
Comcast has invested millions into California but this 
time, their social responsibility comes so close to our 
homes. Their commitment to the children of California,  

 

deep appreciation, from our Bay Area Benefit family, 
to yours. <3 

http://www.myboudoir.net/
http://bit.ly/dITRDQ
http://bit.ly/i4XNU3
http://bit.ly/fjtvzP

